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INTRODUCTION

A Animal blood sacrifice has been a
long -standing  practice in various
cultures and religions in the world,
It is the use of animal blood to pacify
or pray for favour to a higher order or
deity .

A This cultural and religious liturgy
has sparked intense debates about
its ethics, efficacy, and implications

A In practice, blood ritual involves the
slaughter of animals and living
things as offerings to deities, often
accompanied 0)Y incantations,
petitions, and forms .
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A While some people see animal blood sacrifice as a vital
part of their cultural and religious heritage, others raise
concerns about animal welfare, violence, and the morality
of taking animal life .

A However, the acceptance or rejection of animal blood

remains a concern for cultures, worship traditions,
human freedom, and salvation .

A'ls there a need for a universal blood sacrifice by a chosen
source? Or, is it preferred for aregular and multiple units
of Dblood sacrifice to be held at each point of
reconciliation? What are the economic, ethical, and
religious implications of killing an innocent animal?



LITERATURE REVIEW

THE PHILOSOPHY OF ANIMAL BLOOD SACRIFICE IN
CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE Christian and non-Christian
responses to animal blood sacrifice provide insights into the
historical and cultural context of the practice of animal
sacrifice .

Different scholars discuss the ethics and value of life and the
reason God s a i Thowshalt not kill, 6 u n | irstucted by a
higher deity. In this context, kiling an animal for a sacrifice
remains ethical if it is the deity's request or choice, or with
the worshiper's relative understanding .
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A ANIMAL BLOOD SACRIFICE IN CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE Tom
Regan, a 21%t-century scholar, explored the teachings of many
world religions and their reasons for using animal life to propitiate
for ma n disobedience

AIn his findings, different cultures and religions have different
reasons for performing blood rituals. He added that not every
animal is clean for sacrifice. GOD or the gods do not accept the
blemished animal.

A Sacrificial animals are culturally screened by different traditional
measures to ensure the cleanness, purity, and efficacy of the
a n i mbldod, gust to appease the deity.



OBJECTIVES

1. Explore the cultural and historical contexts of animal blood
sacrifice

2. Analyze the Biblical perspectives on animal blood sacrifice,
considering its origin, purpose, and evolution from the Old to the
New Testament sacrificial contexts.

3. Discuss the ethical implications of animal blood sacrifice, in the
context of animal welfare, cultural sensitivity, and its right to live

4 . Explain the purpose and implications of animal blood sacrifice in
African culture and the Biblical perspectives .



METHODOLOGY

AThe content analysis method was used to
Interpret different references, texts, images, and
ideas used to analyse the ethics and implications
of blood sacrifice In biblical and cultural
practices .

AThis approach helped the work identify patterns
and themes that resonate with the ethics and
purpose of blood sacrifice .



RELEVANCE OF ANIMAL BLOOD
SACRIFICE

Aln many cultures, animal
sacrifice is an effective way to
communicate with the divine,
seek blessings, or atone for
sins..

A For instance, in  Hindu
traditions, animal sacrifice Is
practiced during festivals
like Gadhimai |, where
thousands of animals are
sacrificed to appease the
goddess of Kali .
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ASimilarly, in  some
African cultures, as in

Igbo land, animal
sacrifice Is used as a f
ritual for healing,

protection, fertility, and -
propitiation of sin.
A However, the significance

of these ritual practices
emphasizes the following
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8 Animal Sacrifice
communicates with the
sacred :

A Blood sacrifice culturally and
biblically establishes the
reconciliatory link between the
profane and the divine . It is an
outstanding gift of honor to the
deity, and a request for a
second chance for the sinner.
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2. Atonement and
Reconciliation

In  biblical and cultural
perspectives, blood sacrifice
IS a redemptive portion for
life and family purifications |,
and an  atonement for
personal or communal sins of
adherents .

It is a show and proof of the
S i n n eepedtance at one time .

When the animal blood is
spilled, the life of the sinner Is
believed redeemed .
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3. A Substitute for Anger and
Aggression
A Animal blood sacrifice in various

cultures and religions appeals to
the aggression and anger of the

gods and reconciles the
emotional, spiritual, and
communal conseguences of

disobedience . o0 | i a price paid
for internal peace and joy of the
sinner .0
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A Also, animal sacrifice

serves as a communal meal
that strengthens social and
relational bonding between
families, members of cult
groups, faith -based
organizations, and other
religions(Richard, 2023).
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FORMS OF ANIMAL SACRIFICE

According to Marcel et al. (1989), the ethics of animal blood sacrifice
in cultural and biblical perspectives are usually analyzed in the
context of these ritual concepts:

1. Expiatory Sacrifice : Placates re-established connections with
the sacred. This Is an important religious process for ma n 0 s
restitution, hope for a better life, and forgiveness of sin. For
emphasis, Leviticus 17:11 says:

1 For the life of a creature is in the blood, and | have given it to
you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the
blood that makes atonement for o n e Ifes.ld


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus 17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-3247c

Leviticus 17:11 -13 Affirms that:

A 11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood : and | have given it to you
upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the
blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.

A 12Therefore | said unto the children of Israel, No soul of you shall

eat blood, neither shall any stranger that sojourneth among you
eat blood .

A 3 And whatsoever man there be of the children of Israel, or of the
strangers that sojourn among you, which hunteth and catcheth any
beast or fowl that may be eaten; he shall even pour out the blood
thereof, and cover it with dust.



